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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS
of Major American Jewish Organizations

January 12, 2021

Dear President-Elect Biden,
We are writing on behalf of, and as of, the Confi of i of
Major A Jewish O which is the of

fifty-three national Jewish organizations that span the political and religious
spectrum of American Jewry. We again congratulate you upon your victory, and
look forward to working closely and productively with you and your
Administration over the coming years.

One area of great concern among our constituents and throughout our

is the rise of across the United States. The
FBI’s recently released annual report on hate crimes documented that in 2019,
the number of antisemitic hate crimes increased 14 percent, and made up over
60 percent of hate crimes based on religion. We know that you share this
concern, as you have many times the display of
in Charlottesville as an essential factor in your decision to run for president.

Three i P both political parties, going
back to that of President George W. Bush recognized that antisemitism on
college campuses is a serious problem. Each has taken the position that Title VI
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act applies to such biases in the college setting. Each of
these Administrations has taken the position that some anti-Israel activity is
simply a modern form of antisemitism. That is a position the US State
Department has recognized since 2005, in its endorsement of what is noy
the Hols Alliance (IHRA) definition
antisemitism, and has urged other countries to adopt as well.

that the IHRA definition is now the standard used by govers

world to identify antisemitism as they combat it.

We note too that the IHRA definition has enjo)

Semitism Awareness Act in both the
over the last two Congresses.

hatred toward Jews.
directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward
Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.”

and physical of are

These are essential tools for the federal government to combat the scourge that

Union of Orthodox Jewish is aptly called “the world’s oldest hatred.” We urge your Administration to
Conu‘rjoal:l;ws of NM": maintain and build upon these policies of the last three Presidents, and we
ni . | 3
Consarative dadelar the opp yto on ways to this
WIizO that bl B! of speech.
Women of Reform Judaism
c:vm:v:'mx We request an opportunity for repr ives of our to meet with
Workers Circle bers of your team and in order to
World ORT USA discuss ways in which the Jewish community can work with you on these
World Zionist Executive,
USA pressing issues.
Zionist Organization of
America Sincerely yours,
Ahose Sy b« ¢ ‘ 1 Matrt Howallo.
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