
 
 

June ___, 2021 
 

The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin III  
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
 
Dear Secretary Austin: 
  
As Members of Congress who are deeply committed to Israel’s security, we write to express our strong 
support for the Biden Administration’s ironclad commitment to Israel’s safety and security, including 
replenishing Israel’s stock of interceptors for the Iron Dome missile defense system and other important 
matters. We ask that you continue urgently engaging with Israel on this request, and that you please report 
to Congress regarding Israel’s needs as soon as possible. 
 
Terrorists in Gaza fired more than 4,500 rockets at civilians in Israel and the West Bank during just 11 
days, killing both Israelis and Palestinians. Although lives were tragically lost, the Iron Dome was 
extremely effective overall. It intercepted approximately 90 percent of the incoming rockets, saving 
countless civilians in Israel, as well as those in Gaza. Even though the attacks from Gaza have halted, we 
remain clear eyed about the threats Israel continues to face, not only from Gaza, but also along its 
northern border. We must ensure that the Iron Dome remains able to protect Israel without running the 
risk that its stockpile of interceptors becomes depleted. Israel must always have the resources it needs to 
defend itself from incoming rockets when it is targeted again. 
 
In 2014, after the terrorist group Hamas fired a similar number of rockets at Israeli civilians, Congress 
enacted the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Resolution (P.L. 113-145), which provided $225 
million to replenish the interceptors Israel used to defend itself from those attacks. Under the current U.S.-
Israel Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on military aid, the United States pledged to provide $3.8 
billion a year in military assistance to Israel from fiscal year 2019 to 2028, including $500 million 
annually in missile defense. The MOU also specifies that following a major armed conflict involving 
Israel, both the U.S. and Israel may agree on additional U.S. support. 
 
If Israel requests additional assistance, as contemplated in the MOU, please work closely with Congress 
to expeditiously fulfill this request. To help facilitate this process, we look forward to receiving a reply 
from you outlining your assessment of the need for Iron Dome replenishment and your engagement with 
our ally Israel on this matter. Please know that Congress stands with the Administration in its 
commitment to ensuring Israel’s security and capability to defend itself from any attack.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
______________________________  
Josh Gottheimer       
Member of Congress      


