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The State of Israel has long standing connections with three places that I also share close ties 
to: the United States, my place of birth; the nation of Haiti, the birthplace of my parents; and 
South Florida, where my family and I have established ourselves. The United States was the first 
to recognize the State of Israel when it declared independence and has remained close both in 
cultural and economic exchange. Today, the United States and the State of Israel are close 
strategic partners in maintaining security in the Middle East. Haiti helped Jewish refugees flee 
Europe during WWII and was a deciding vote in the United Nations to recognize the State of Israel 
as a refuge and homeland for the Jewish people. The State of Israel has remained a friend of the 
Haitian people such as assistance with aid in the aftermath of the devastating 2010 earthquake. 
Meanwhile, South Florida is a nexus of these peoples committed to create a peaceful and 
prosperous community and united against hatred and racism in all its forms, including anti-
Semitism and anti-Immigrant prejudice.

Perhaps it is the example of the Duvalier father and son Haitian strongmen, who so brutalized 
the people and left an indelible mark on my family, that I deeply understand the phrase “Never 
again.” More than 35 years ago, former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, then as a 
religious leader, delivered a sermon proclaiming that only the “path of righteousness and love” 
can counter the repression and violence of those who would have us live in fear.

I strive to remember these words and promote an interfaith dialog even as violence continues 
in the world, such as with the high school shooting in Parkland, which is in a large Jewish-
American community. These relationships are tested not only locally but around the world in 
times of need such as now during the COVID-19 pandemic when economic hardship strangles our 
most vulnerable, leaving them even more vulnerable to predation by hate mongers. A secure 
and prosperous U.S.-Israeli Friendship depends on a commitment to



resolving conflicts that arise from ignorance and fear-inspired xenophobia before they 
mushroom into clouds overhead.

I strongly support President Biden’s strong deal with Iran that would include balletic missiles, 
ending Iran’s support for terrorist organizations, and ending the hostile relationship with the 
United States and Its allies. If Iran wishes to further this dangerous behavior, longer and tougher 
economic sanctions must be in place. 

The U.S.-Israeli Friendship’s Influence on Florida

Aside from security interests, the economic and cultural exchange between the U.S. and Israel 
are at the center of the friendship both nations share. In fact, U.S.-Israel Free Trade Agreement, 
which went into force in 1985, was the first bilateral trade agreement the U.S. concluded in the 
postwar period.1 The state of Florida also boasts close ties to the State of Israel through 
tourism, technological innovation, trade relationships, education and cultural exchanges with a 
large and active Jewish community of over 620,000 individuals.2

Enterprise Florida (EFI) the official trade mission of the state of Florida has an international 
office in Tel Aviv that serves Israeli businesses and entrepreneurs looking to move to Florida or 
expand their presence in the state.3

According to EFI, there are 42 Israeli companies are investing in Florida accounting for 2,000 
jobs across the state.

Florida allocated $1 million from the state’s fiscal year 2020 budget for Space Florida, the 
state’s aerospace agency, to work with Israeli companies in research, development and 
commercialization of aerospace and life sciences projects. Also, another $400,000 from the 
budget was assigned to the Florida-Israel Business Accelerator, an economic development 
initiative of the Tampa Jewish Community Center.

South Florida, where many of Florida’s Jewish community resides, is the location of Florida 
Atlantic University, which has signed an agreement with the Volcani Center, an Israeli research 
organization, to develop technologies to improve monitoring, communications, data analytics 
and machine learning in the agricultural industry.4

In a widely publicized official Florida trade mission in 2019, more than 20 partnerships and 
memorandums of understanding where established, according to the governor’s office.5 Florida

1 Rodrik, Dani. “What Do Trade Agreements Really Do?” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Volume 32, Number 2, 
Spring 2018, Pages 73–90. URL https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.32.2.73
2 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/florida-israel-cooperation#stats
3 https://www.enterpriseflorida.com/for-international-companies/international-offices/israel/
4 https://www.fau.edu/president/blog/blog-entry-060419/
5 https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2019/06/03/florida-trips-to-israel-get-buzz-but-do-they- 
actually-help/



Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried is the first Jewish woman to serve on Florida’s Cabinet 
and has called for a specific exchange of the “advanced technology and research for agriculture, 
for citrus greening, for blue-green algae, for water technology, for security, for medical 
marijuana.”6

A Safe and Secure Israel

The goal of regional security is the security of the State of Israel. I support the continued 
commitment of President Obama’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which continues to 
pledge military support from the U.S.7

In an ideal world, this level of military aid would not be needed. However, I understand that the 
MOU’s military aid is critical for deterrence and the protection of so many throughout Israel, 
regardless of their faith or identity. This military aid includes the “Iron Dome” mobile air 
defense system that regularly shields the military and civilians from rocket fire from various 
regional threats. Developed through U.S. funding, the “Iron Dome” is so effective that we have 
acquired our own version to protect targets from cruise missile threats.8

As a U.S. Representative, I will support the MOU legislatively and the continuation of our shared 
economic, cultural and security interests.

A Roadmap to a Peaceful Two-State Solution

U.S. involvement in the peace process must balance respect for the State of Israel to be strong 
and independent while ensuring that it can reach a lasting peace with its neighbors and 
maintain an open dialog with all parties. The aim of a two-state solution must include the 
security of Israel’s borders in mind, the protection of a Jewish, democratic state and a 
commitment to improving the quality of life for both the Jewish and Palestinian people. These 
bilateral talks must be accomplished through talks between the state of Israel and the 
Palestinian territory; however, Hamas must not be included in any political decision making. An 
example of such strong action can be seen by using the Taylor Force Act which cuts the funding 
to organizations like Hamas by removing the aid to the territory of Palestine. Hamas is not a 
political party; it is a terrorist organization that aims to destroy the Israeli people. Violence of 
any sort is never the solution; we must strongly condemn the acts of Hamas and any other 
terrorist organization. 

The U.S. has been there since Israel’s creation. President Harry Truman was the first world 
leader to recognize Israel. The U.S. has served as an arbiter in resolving every major conflict or 
incident in the region. I believe our critical role continues today to achieve democratic gains 
and attain a lasting peace. To support this goal, we must continue to provide support to the 
region and increase aid to the Palestinian people to achieve an outcome like that of the 
rebuilding of postwar Europe.
6 https://apnews.com/c931e0ed037148d99b5d4aa361200a9a



7 https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/14/fact-sheet-memorandum-understanding- 
reached-israel
8 https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/smd/2020/08/04/american-trucks-land-in-israel-to-support- 
iron-dome-testing-ahead-of-us-army-delivery/



There will always be some policy difference between friends, let alone friendly nations. Where 
disagreements arise, an appeal to the bigger picture must prevail. For peace to have a chance, all 
sides must come forward in good faith. There needs to be a détente, where ongoing grievances 
can be discussed and resolved as the precursor to a lasting peace agreement. Therefore, I am 
concerned about the settlement expansion and seemingly unilateral annexation that undermines 
the peace process. On the other hand, I find the practice of rewarding acts of terror to be 
abhorrent, and that must be addressed. So long as it is reached at a reasonable cost, long- 
standing peace ultimately protects the security of Israeli and Palestinian people alike.

Opposing Attempts to Undermine Israel’s Legitimacy through BDS

I firmly believe in the First Amendment right to protest and of free expression. However, I find 
boycott movement against Israel as unproductive to peace. Peace without commerce is a 
fantasy after all since it financially impacts some of the very people that are claimed to be 
helped. I am also troubled by the boycott movement’s anti-Semitic tones and potential 
attempts to undermine the legitimacy of the continued existence of the State of Israel. Any 
reasonable two people, like two nations, can find disagreement, but Israel has been a 
longstanding friend and democratic ally in a world aflame with violent extremism.

I firmly believe that a lasting peace can be reached by a focus on improving the standard of 
living of the people in the region.

Preventing a Nuclear Iran and Avoiding the Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

The proliferation of nuclear weapons in the hands of governments hostile to the U.S., regimes 
that have shown a willingness to encourage violence around the world, is a nightmare scenario. 
The leadership of Iran, not its people who live in fear under that regime, has been a regular 
threat to the peace and a source of regional instability. Its leaders have expressed hateful 
rhetoric and call for the destruction of the U.S. and Israel even recently in terms such as “Death 
to America” and “The Fight Against Israel Is a Public Duty”9,10

Iran’s program to disrupt U.S. elections, attack U.S. Armed Forces and our allies causing 
hundreds of deaths, and encourages the kidnapping of U.S. citizens abroad demonstrates their 
commitment to regional destabilization.11,12,13

9 https://apnews.com/article/ruhollah-khomeini-donald-trump-ali-khamenei-ap-top-news-barack-obama- 
b366e2dbdec548808c7313fd06bc9118
10 https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-05-07/irans-khamenei-says-fight-against-israel-is-a-public- 
duty
11 https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/will-iran-s-election-interference-complicate-biden-s-nuclear-deal- 
calculations/ar-BB1eFiJw
12 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rockets-strike-al-asad-airbase-iraq-hosting-us-troops/



The U.S. must commit to confronting these actors of regional destabilization. We cannot 
remain on the sidelines or take a backseat approach. It is important that Iran never join the 
nuclear powers.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) while an incomplete solution is a good start 
and I support a return to this agreement if only to disincentive Iran’s attempts at producing a 
nuclear bomb. As Florida’s next U.S. Representative, I will take Iran’s nuclear threat seriously, 
and build upon the JCPOA toward a complete political solution with regional partners and 
allies.

A lasting peace requires de-escalation starting with a good faith effort of Iran to turn off their 
centrifuges and to call off their allies like Hezbollah that are agents of violence and chaos. A 
political solution must include the former international coalitions that can pressure Iran back 
to the negotiating table.

Without the pressure from leadership in Washington in the past few years, Iran has been 
given breathing room. We need a consistent and effective diplomatic solution that prevents 
a nuclear Iran.

Committed to a strong US-Israel Friendship

As Florida’s next U.S. Representative, I will stand with Israel and the Jewish people defending 
our mutual interests, support and uphold the universal human dignity of the Palestinian 
people and their right of self-determination, promote peace, and ensure the U.S. remains 
economically vibrant and secure. I want to follow in the footsteps of Congressman Hastings 
and not only keep the US – Israeli relationship strong but make it even stronger.

As a person in business, I have employed many people and I see the effect that economic 
opportunity has on the standard of living for them and their family. Peace must similarly be 
based on commerce. This is a simple yet profound idea, one that reminds me of a quote 
again by former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide:

“Peace in the head, peace in the stomach.”

I also remember the prophets who communicate to us the intentions of peace always 
involved the prosperity of property to call your own:

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and


