
 

  

 

 

March 10, 2022 

Secretary Miguel Cardona 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202 
 
Dear Secretary Cardona: 
 
It has recently come to my attention that certain school districts are considering implementing 
ethnic studies curricula that could include deeply troubling antisemitic content. Specifically, 
certain model curricula include components that antagonize all forms of Zionism and define 
DQWLVHPLWLVP�DV�³GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW��YLROHQFH�WRZDUGV��RU�VWHUHRW\SHV�RI�-HZV�IRU�EHLQJ�
-HZLVK�´�ZKLOH�FODLPLQJ�WKDW�³FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO¶V�SROLFLHV�RI�DSDUWKHLG�DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�
3DOHVWLQLDQV�LV�QRW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�´1 These components directly contradict the internationally 
agreed-upon working definition of antisemitism from the International Holocaust Remembrance 
$OOLDQFH��,+5$���7KDW�GHILQLWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�³GHQ\LQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�WKHLU�ULJKW�WR�VHOI-
determination, e.g., by claiming WKDW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO�LV�D�UDFLVW�HQGHDYRU�´2 
 
We must promote civil discourse and a high-quality, inclusive cultural education that lifts up 
marginalized communities rather than teaching antagonistic values in our public schools. Our 
civic education should be free of bias against any group. We need a united, all-of-government 
effort to combat rising antisemitism and bigotry, including ensuring that we do not fund this type 
of dangerous and exclusionary curricula in our schools.  
 
We must hold our schools accountable to prevent creating an unsafe, hostile environment for 
YXOQHUDEOH�VWXGHQWV��7KDW¶V�ZK\�,�DP�FDOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��'2(��WR�HQVXUH�
that elementary and secondary schools do not engage in the teaching of any antisemitic or 
bigoted curricula and encourage school districts to value a curriculum that is inclusive and free 
from bias.  
 
We need a united, bipartisan, national-level commitment to confront and address the threat of 
antisemitism and bigotry head-on, and that starts in our classrooms. We should encourage our 
school districts to develop a model curriculum designed to strengthen critical thinking and 
understanding. Likewise, the lessons taught in our schools should encourage the rejection of 
antisemitism, prejudice and discrimination of all kinds.  
 

 
1 http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine3.html  
2 https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definitionantisemitism  



We cannot support a curriculum that reinforces negative stereotypes about Jewish people or 
other marginalized groups in our public schools. Sadly, we have learned from our history that 
when this type of rhetoric goes unaddressed, it can fuel increasing hatred, violence, and lead to 
unspeakable acts against Jewish people and other marginalized groups.  
 
We have seen the consequences of that hatred in the rising levels of violence against houses of 
worship. Most recently, an international terrorist took four hostages at a synagogue in Texas. We 
know that antisemitism leads directly to tragic, real-world outcomes, so we must not allow it to 
enter our schools, especially when funded by our taxpayers. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this serious issue. We look forward to working with you, our 
colleagues, and our educators to help protect our communities from the growing threat of 
antisemitism and bigotry and increase the inclusivity of all vulnerable populations in our public 
school curricula.     
      

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
Cc:  The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of California 

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO, Anti-Defamation League 
Rabbi Noah Farkas, President, the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles  

 Eric D. Fingerhut, President & CEO, the Jewish Federation of North America 
   

 


