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Two–State Solution

In order to ensure peace between the Israelis and Palestinians, we must work toward a
two-state solution that allows Israel to retain its character as a Jewish Democracy and for
Palestine to build its own nation. A Palestinian state must be created through a peace deal
between the two peoples, and not as the result of unilateral action, which is unlikely to result in
an enduring peace. It must include Palestine acknowledging that Israel has the right to exist,
and renouncing terrorism and violence. And Israel must halt its illegal settlement activity in the
West Bank and respect human rights, and embrace a shared capital in Jerusalem for both the
Israelis and Palstinians under a two-state solution.

The goal of two states for two peoples has proved elusive for well over a century, dating back to
before the establishment of the state of Israel. While the Israelis spent much of the 20th century
working to establish their independence and, later, their standing in the region, I firmly believe
that diplomacy, rather than military actions, is the critical path forward in the 21st century to a
two-state solution for Israel and Palestine.

National Security Experience

In 2004, I learned firsthand the special bond between the U.S. and Israel. I was assigned to
U.S. Navy Central Command’s headquarters in Manama, Bahrain for nearly 18 months. One of
our core missions was to focus on Iran and its efforts to destabilize the Levant and Middle
Eastern regions. Iran’s military efforts disrupted the flow of crude oil, which threatened global
economic markets and some of our allies’ abilities to democratically govern. Furthermore, I was
on duty when Iranian surrogates attacked an Iraqi oil platform in the Northern Arabian Gulf
which resulted in the death of three U.S. service members. Therefore, the idea of a
nuclear-equipped Iran is unquestionably a non-starter. Iran’s Quds Force, IRGCN, and IRIN who
have routinely demonstrated reckless behavior could destabilize the region well beyond the
Arabian Gulf with access to nuclear weapons, as countless Iranian leaders and military
commanders continue to unabashedly vow “death to Israel.” When in Congress, I will work to
ensure that Iran never possesses nuclear weapons. I’m very supportive of the U.S. re-entering
denuclearization talks with the Iranian regime, as the best way to prevent an Iranian nuclear
bomb. However, I also believe that we must never surrender the ability to militarily strike Iran
and its surrogates as a last resort if Tehran’s nuclear know-how presents an imminent threat to
our allies in the Middle East.

U.S. Foreign Policy

In Congress, I will never fail to reflect upon my five years as a Diplomat in Europe and Africa,
nor my three years in the Middle East, when proactively advocating for diplomatic solutions for



seemingly intractable problems. I had the experience of being immersed in sensitive information
regarding the Levant and Middle East. This immersion enabled me to view the crises in Syria,
Lebanon, and the Arabian Gulf from various vantage points. I will be a vocal leader encouraging
my colleagues, and others, to develop the most thoughtful and compassionate legislation
impacting shared national security and economic prosperity for an enduring two-state solution.

Start Up Nation & Innovation. Prior to graduating from Stanford’s Graduate School of Business, I
marveled at Israel’s technological ingenuity. Increasingly, I became aware of the Israeli military’s
distinguished history that has brought several new-age inventions to market for national security
and private enterprise purposes. In Silicon Valley, I briefly observed the value of the U.S. and
Israeli technological partnership as countless American Venture Capital, and Private Equity
firms were always on the look-out for an opportunity to team up with budding Israeli technology
companies. Aside from national security legislation, I firmly believe there is also ample
opportunity on Capitol Hill to promote this bilateral technological and economical partnership.
When elected to office, I will be on the front lines espousing the social and economic benefits of
this fruitful partnership.

Peace and Security.

Ultimately, I believe Israel undeniably has a right to exist and to live in peace with its neighbors.
For nearly two centuries, Israel’s national security has been, and will remain, inextricably linked
to Palestinian statehood. In Congress, I will never lose sight of this fact as I proactively voice my
concerns with any actions that make a two-state solution harder to achieve, such as settlement
expansion or annexation of parts of the West Bank. I will oppose any embrace of terrorism with
vigor as well, including opposing those of Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.
Provocations on either side only serve to increase tensions and harm the prospects for peace
Instead, in Congress, I will actively promote diplomacy and support peacekeeping forces such
as UNIFIL, UNDOF, and other Multinational Observer Forces because they act as an
early-warning tripwires for escalating conflicts in the Levant region.


