
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1, 2022 
 

The Honorable Deanne B. Criswell 
Administrator 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC  20472 
  
 
Dear Administrator Criswell: 
  
I am writing regarding the recent decision by FEMA to utilize the Social Vulnerability Index 
(SVI) rating points when weighing applications through the Nonprofit Security Grant Program’s 
(NSGP) application process for houses of worship. I am opposed to this decision, and request 
that it be reconsidered. 
 
This will be the first time the SVI is being used, for the NSGP, adding up to an additional 15 
points to applications that have a high SVI rating or are first time applicants. While encouraging 
new applicants is a worthy goal, the SVI is not an appropriate measure to utilize when the 
purpose of the grant program is to protect vulnerable institutions that have a demonstrated active 
threat against them. 
 
Earlier this year, members of a synagogue in Coleysville, Texas were held hostage at gunpoint, 
sending places of worship across the country into a state of high alert. Additionally, the recent 
and ongoing threats against Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), and attacks 
against Jewish people and historically Black churches demonstrate the importance of providing 
these grants to the most threatened institutions. The funds provided by the NSGP allow these 
vulnerable targets to protect their congregants and facilities.  
 
The risk of terror and violence perpetrated against vulnerable groups is ongoing and real. That 
risk cannot be captured through the SVI. The Centers for Disease Control, which created the 
SVI, says it “refers to the potential negative effects on communities caused by external stresses 
on human health. Such stresses include natural or human-caused disasters, or disease outbreaks. 
Reducing social vulnerability can decrease both human suffering and economic loss.” Reducing 
social vulnerability and negative health outcomes is also a worthy goal, but it is unrelated to the 
purpose of these grants. While SVI can be a powerful tool for good, it is not relevant to the 
NSGP and it should not be used to examine current applications.  
 



My understanding is that this was a decision made at the administrative level, and not by 
legislative or executive mandate. I don’t believe that it matches the legislative intent. I ask that 
the decision to utilize SVI be reversed and that your agency’s leadership provide the rationale 
behind this initial decision. 
  
At your earliest convenience, please provide me with an update on the use of the SVI and on 
how you will re-evaluate already submitted NSGP applications without reference to the SVI. I 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Sincerely, 

  

  

Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 


